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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 40, 42-43, 45-47, 49-50, 52-54 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 40, 43, 44, 49, 50, 52-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Mauldin et al. (of which Wactlar et al. is incorporated by reference). 

Referring to claim 40, Mauldin et al. discloses a media distribution apparatus 
(Fig. 1) that includes a server (video library) and that selectively distributes views 
comprising original media of content and a preview summarizing the content to an 
external client terminal connected via a network (fig. 4 of Wactlar) (col. 3, I. 21-31), the 
media distribution apparatus comprising: 

a storer that stores the views (video) and first metadata (transcribed audio and 
text associated with the video) for explaining the views (col. 4, I. 35-50, 53-64 & col. 5, I. 
31-38), the first metadata comprising a plurality of segments (col. 4, I. 58-64) and 
describing viewpoint information (text or transcribed audio describing scene)(col. 7, 1. 
37-44) and time information (col. 7, I. 14-16)(col. 8, I. 15-20 of Wactlar), the viewpoint 
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information, and the time information being assigned on a segment-by-segment basis 
(col. 7, I. 11-16), the viewpoint information comprising a keyword included in the first 
metadata for explaining the content (words from text or transcribed audio)(col. 7, I. 37- 
44); 

a request receiver that receives a distribution request from the client terminal, the 
distribution request including identification information that identifies the content (col. 6, 
I. 57-61), at least one viewpoint information for extracting the segments of the first 
metadata, comprising the keyword included in the first metadata for explaining the 
content (col. 6, I. 57-61), information that indicates one of a media distribution request 
and a preview distribution request (col. 6, 57-61), and desired time information that is 
desired by a user of the external client terminal (col. 8, 1. 40-42)(col. 14, 1. 62-64 of 
Wactlar), the identification information and the at least one viewpoint information being 
selected from list information that is distributed in advance (col. 4, I. 35-67), the list 
information comprising the identification information of the content (col. 6, 1. 57-61), a 
plurality of viewpoint information (col. 6, 1. 57-61) and assigned to each segment making 
up the first metadata (col. 8, 1. 8-15), and playback time information of the content (col. 
7, I. 11-17); 

a request analyzer that determines whether the distribution request received by 
the request receiver is a media distribution request or a preview distribution request for 
content (col. 3, I. 32-42); 

a media extractor/generator that, when the received distribution request is 
determined to be the preview distribution request, extracts, from the first metadata, a 
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plurality of segments for making up the preview and adapted to the at least one 
viewpoint information and the included in the received preview distribution request with 
respect to content corresponding to the identification information included in the 
received preview distribution request (col. 5, 1. 1-38), and dynamically generates the 
preview having a time length corresponding to the desired time information included in 
the received preview distribution request (col. 8, 1. 40-42)(col. 14, I. 62-65 of Wactlar), 
by fixing a plurality of segments as second metadata so as to have the time length 
corresponding to the desired time information, using the time information assigned to 
the extracted plurality of segments, and combining the views stored in the storer 
corresponding to plurality of segments fixed as the second metadata (col. 7, 1. 1 1-23), 
the second metadata being different than the first metadata (i.e. skimmed output and 
new assembled audio interpreted to be different than original transcribed data) (col. 7, 
lines 10-65); and 

a media transmitter that transmits the generated preview to the external client 
terminal (Wactlar discloses that the online portion may be run by retrieving the data over 
a network)(col. 4, I. 64-67)(col. 7, I. 3-7 of Wactlar). 

Referring to claim 43, Maudlin et al. discloses a media distribution method (Fig. 
1) in a media distribution apparatus that includes a server (video library), for selectively 
distributing views comprising original media of content and a preview summarizing the 
content (col. 3, I. 21-31) to an external client terminal connected via a network (fig. 4, of 
Wactlar), the media distribution method comprising: 
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storing the views (video) and first metadata (transcribed audio and text 
associated with the video) for explaining the views (col. 4, 1. 35-50, 53-64 & col. 5, I. 31- 
38), the first metadata comprising a plurality of segments (col. 4, I. 58-64) and 
describing viewpoint information (text or transcribed audio describing scene)(col. 7, 1. 
37-44), and time information (col. 7, 1. 14-16)(col. 8, 1. 15-20 of Wactlar), the viewpoint 
information and, and the time information being assigned on a segment-by-segment 
basis (col. 7, I. 11-16), the viewpoint information comprising a keyword included in the 
first metadata for explaining the content (words from text or transcribed audio)(col. 7, I. 
37-44); 

receiving a distribution request from the client terminal, the distribution request 
including identification information that identifies the content (col. 6, 1. 57-61), at least 
one viewpoint information for extracting segments of the first data, comprising the 
keyword included in the first metadata for explaining the content (col. 6, I. 57-61) and 
information that indicates one of a media distribution request and a preview distribution 
request (col. 6, 57-61), and desired time information that is desired by a user of the 
external client terminal (col. 8, I. 40-42) (col. 14, 1. 62-64 of Wactlar), the identification 
information and the at least one of the viewpoint information being selected from list 
information that is distributed in advance (col. 4, 1. 35-67), the list information comprising 
the identification information of the content (col. 6, I. 57-61), a plurality of viewpoint 
information (col. 6, I. 57-61) assigned to each segment making up the first metadata 
(col. 8, I. 8-15), and playback time information of the content (col. 7, 1. 11-17); 
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determining whether the distribution request received from the external client 
terminal is the media distribution request or the preview distribution request for the 
content (col. 3, I. 32-42); 

when the distribution request is received from the external client terminal is 
determined to be the preview distribution request, extracting, from the first metadata, a 
plurality of segments making up the preview and adapted to the at least one viewpoint 
information included in the received preview distribution request with respect to content 
corresponding to the identification information included in the received preview 
distribution request (col. 5, I. 1-38), and dynamically generating the preview having a 
time length corresponding to the desired time information included in the received 
preview distribution request (col. 8, 1. 40-42)(col. 14, 1. 62-65 of Wactlar), by fixing a 
plurality of segments as second metadata so as to have the time length corresponding 
to the desired time information, using the time information assigned to the extracted 
plurality of segments, and combining the views stored in the storer corresponding to the 
plurality of segments fixed as the second metadata (col. 7, 1. 1 1 -23), the second 
metadata being different than the first metadata (i.e. skimmed output and new 
assembled audio interpreted to be different than original transcribed data) (col. 7, lines 
10-65); and 

transmitting the generated preview to the external client terminal (Wactlar 
discloses that the online portion may be run by retrieving the data over a network)(col. 
4, I. 64-67)(col. 7, I. 3-7 of Wactlar). 
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Referring to claims 49 and 52, Maudlin et al. discloses the media distribution 
apparatus/method according to claims 40 and 43, respectively, wherein the storer 
stores a plurality of metadata for a content (col. 4, I. 58-64). 

Referring to claims 50 and 53, Maudlin et al. discloses the media distribution 
apparatus/method according to claims 40 and 43, respectively, wherein the generated 
preview is cached according to a frequency of access to a corresponding content (col. 
5, I. 6-9). 

Referring to claim 54, Maudlin et al. discloses a media distribution apparatus 
(Fig. 1) that selectively distributes views comprising original media of content and a 
preview summarizing the content (col. 3, 1. 21-31) to an external client terminal 
connected via a network (Wactlar, fig. 4), the media distribution apparatus comprising: 

a server (video library) that includes the views (video) and first metadata 
(transcribed audio and text associated with the video) for explaining the views (col. 4, 1. 
35-50, 53-64 & col. 5, I. 31-38), the first metadata comprising a plurality of segments 
(col. 4, I. 58-64), each segment comprising viewpoint information (text or transcribed 
audio describing scene)(col. 7, I. 37-44), and time information (col. 7, I. 1 4-1 6)(col. 8, 1. 
15-20 of Wactlar), the viewpoint information being a keyword included in the metadata 
that explains the views (words from text or transcribed audio)(col. 7, I. 37-44); 

wherein the server receives, from the external client terminal, a distribution 
request comprising content identification information (col. 6, I. 57-61), at least one 
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keyword (col. 6, I. 57-61), information indicating a media distribution request or a 
preview distribution request (col. 6, 57-61), and a time period set by the external client 
terminal for the preview to be generated by the server (col. 8, I. 40-42)(col. 14, I. 62-64 
of Wactlar), 

wherein the content identification information and the at least one keyword are 
selected by the client terminal from list information distributed in advance (col. 4, I. 35- 

67), 

wherein the list information comprises the content identification information (col. 
6, I. 57-61), a plurality of keywords (col. 6, 1. 57-61) assigned to each segment making 
up the first metadata (col. 8, 1. 8-1 5), and content playback time (col. 7, 1. 1 1 -1 7), 

wherein the server determines whether the received distribution request is the 
media distribution request or the preview distribution request (col. 3, 1. 32-42), and 

wherein the server, when the received distribution request is determined to be 
the preview distribution request, extracts, from the first metadata, segments having a 
viewpoint information corresponding to the at least one keyword selected by the 
external client terminal (col. 5, 1. 1-38), generates the preview having the set time period 
by fixing a plurality of segments as second metadata using the time information (col. 8, 
I. 40-42)(col. 14, I. 62-65 of Wactlar) and linking the views corresponding to the 
segments fixed as the second metadata (col. 7, 1. 1 1-23), the second metadata being 
different than the first metadata (i.e. skimmed output and new assembled audio 
interpreted to be different than original transcribed data) (col. 7, lines 10-65); and 
transmits the generated preview to the client terminal (Wactlar discloses that the online 
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portion may be run by retrieving the data over a network)(col. 4, 1. 64-67)(col. 7, 1. 3-7 of 
Wactlar). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 42, 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maudlin et al. in view of Russo et al. (of record). 

Referring to claims 42 and 45, Maudlin et al. discloses the media distribution 
apparatus/method according to claims 40 and 43, respectively. 

Maudlin et al. does not specifically teach a charger that does not charge for the 
preview or charges according to a length of the generated preview. 

Russo et al. discloses allowing a user to enjoy content free of charge until a 
predetermined amount of time of the content has been viewed. At this time a charge 
will take place (col. 10, I. 64-67). 

It would have been obvious to modify Maudlin et al. to include charging a user for 
content after a certain length of media content has been viewed, such as that taught by 
Russo et al. in order to compensate a content provider for content viewing, while 
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allowing a user to cancel a transaction if content viewing is terminated early (Russo et 
al. col. 2, I. 58-63). 

6. Claims 46, 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maudlin et al. in view of Jain et al. 

Referring to claims 46 and 47, Maudlin et al. discloses the media distribution 
apparatus/method according to claims 40 and 43, respectively. 

Maudlin et al. does not specifically teach that viewpoint options are displayed to 
a user prior to generating the preview. 

Jain et al. discloses pre-processing video to associate metadata with segments 
of the video (col. 5, 1. 63-67 & col. 6, 1. 1-9) and allowing the user to generate timelines 
having only specific events in the video timeline, such as receptions made by a certain 
player (col. 29, I. 33-44 & Fig. 7). 

Jain et al. further discloses that the event database is downloaded to the user 
prior to receiving the video content (col. 31 , 1. 42-55). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to modify the method of summarizing video by keyword of Maudlin 
et al. to include displaying available keywords of events to the user as options for 
selection, such as that taught by Jain et al. in order to provide a more user-friendly 
interface. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 2/23/201 1 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicants argue that MAUDLIN et al. and WACTLAR et al. both fail to disclose 
(or even suggest) dynamically generating a preview in response to a distribution request 
and distributing the preview. MAUDLIN et al. and WACTLAR et al. are also submitted to 
fail to disclose (or suggest) providing information tools for realizing the above feature, 
such as Applicants' claimed first metadata, Applicants' claimed list information, and 
Applicants' claimed preview distribution request, or providing an information processing 
method of generating second metadata from first metadata. 

In response to Applicant's ascertain that the cited art doesn't disclose 
"dynamically generating a preview in response to a distribution request and distributing 
the preview", the Examiner submits that Maudlin discloses the generation of a preview 
and its distribution to the users. Maudlin discloses skimming out which is interpreted as 
a summarized version of the video content, or preview. Wactlar incorporated by 
reference, teaches that the retrieval of segments are done according to user requests, 
request being dynamic in nature. Thus, Maudlin with Wactlar incorporated by reference 
is interpreted to read on "dynamically generating a preview in response to a distribution 
request and distributing the preview". 

In response to Applicant's ascertain that the cited art doesn't disclose "first 
metadata", The Examiner submits that Maudlin discloses first metadata to be 
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transcribed audio and text data associated with the video as disclosed in the Office 
Action. This metadata is stored in the video library. 

In response to Applicant's ascertain that the cited art doesn't disclose "list 
information", the Examiner submits that the list information is clearly described in 
Maudlin to be keywords to identify segments in video (i.e. football game, scoreboard). 
The list information according to the claims recites that the list information comprises 
identification information of the content. Maudlin teaches keywords which allow a user 
to search for segments related to the entered keyword. This is interpreted as the 
information desired by the user identifying the desired content. 
In response to Applicant's ascertain that the cited art doesn't disclose "preview 
distribution request", the Examiner submits that the concept of a skimmed portion of 
video content to extract scenes and group them together is interpreted as a preview. 
Clearly disclosed in Maudlin (as shown in Office Action, fig. 3-4) is the disclosure of a 
request of skimmed output. 

In response to Applicant's ascertain that the cited art doesn't disclose "providing 
an information processing method of generating second metadata from first metadata", 
the Examiner submits that after the skimming process is complete, the metadata (i.e. 
second metadata) associated with the skimmed output is different than the original 
metadata. In Maudlin the metadata is described to be transcribed text. Any scene with 
audio will have associated transcribed text, i.e. first metadata. According to the 
disclosure of fig. 3-4, and once skimmed output is created, the transcribed text or 
assembled audio track will be 'skimmed' and regrouped creating new metadata. 
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Conclusion 

8. Claims 40, 42-43, 45-47, 49-50, 52-54 are rejected. 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Inquires 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MUSHFIKH ALAM whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1710. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 8:30-18:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hirl Joseph can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2426 
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